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SUBJECT: RECHLATIONS PEGARDING INTERNE) IONAL OBSERVERS [0 
VEREZVELAN ELECHIONS 


}.  FORLBWENG 1S AN ENGLISH TRAHSLATION OF THE PEGULATSONS 
REGARDING THE ROLE» PRIVILEGES: AND GUTIES GE INTERNATIONAL 
OBSERVERS 10 THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS FM YENEZMELA. THESE 
REGULATIONS WERE APPROVED RECENTLY BY THE NATIONAL FLECTOAAL 
COUNCIL UNE}. A COPY OF THE REGULATIONS WAS PRESENTED 10 THE 
AMBASSADOR BY CHE PRESIDENT RAFAEL PAPRA PEPE2. * 


t. REGIN TEXT OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION: 


REGULATIONS REGARDING INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS TO VENEZUELSR 
ELECTIONS 


CHAPTER }; OBJECTIVE 


ARTICLE 1 


THESE PEGULATIONS WILL APPLY IN AN OBLIGETORY MANNER [0 THE VAP OYS 
ACTIVITIES RELATE 10 INTERWATEGNAL OBSERVATION EN ELECTIONS THAT 
TAKE PLACE IN THE FEPUBLIC OF YENECUELA. 


CHAPTER #1; GK TRE OBSERYATIGN PROCESS 


GRIGLE 2 


ENTERNATIOWAL OBSERVATION WiLL TéKE PLACS BY iMve7ATIGN OF BE 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE PRESIDENT OF THE PEPUBL IS, OP EY 
WULTATIGH OF THE RATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL 10 PERSONALITIES. 
GOVERNMENT PEPRSSENTADIYES, FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERNET I ONAL 


EGUIES. FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBSEPYING A PARFICM EP ELeCT ION, 
te THE CASE THAD ANGTAER STStE ENTIT(Ve POLUTICAL PARTY of 
PLUTANCEs QPGANG EL: Gedlibs OP FORSIEN GOGENIZOT ICN OR ENSE TATION. 
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HAS AN INTEREST IN INVITING OR SENDING INTERNKTIGNAL G3SERUERS: A 
REQUEST MUST BE MADE TO THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. WHO WILL 
DETERMINE THE METTEA IN ACCORDANCE WiTH WHAT 1S STIPULATEN IN 
AFTICLES 7+ oy AND 9 OF THESE PEGUATIONS. 


ARTICLE J 


THE OBSEPVATION OF FLECTICHS WILL OCCUR BY MEANS OF ACCREDITED 
OBSERVERS IN CONFORMITY WITH MAT 3S ESTABLUSREL iW THESE 
REGULATIONS. VENESVELAW CITIZENS CaNNOT BE DESIGNATED AS 
OBSERVERS, 


ARTICLE 4 


THE ACCREDETATION OF INTEPMATICNAL OBSERVERS 1$ THE EXCLUSIVE 
DOMAIN OF THE WATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. 


ARTICLE § 


GURING (HE OBSERVATION PROCESS» TRE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL WiLL 
PPOVIUE ALL NECESSARY FACILTTIES SO THAT INTERNALJONAL OBSERVERS 
APE ABLE 10 CAPPY CUT THEIR MISSION. TO THAT ETFECT. THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL CAM CALL FOR THE NECESSARY SUPRPOPT FROM THE FEST 
OF THE STATE BOGIES TN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE GESEPEGLION MISSION, 


CHAPTER Fit: ON THE OBSERVATION PERIOD 


APLICHE & 


THTEPNAFIONAL CBSERVATION OF THE ELECTION PROCESS CAN START- 
THNEDIATELY AFIER PECEIVIHG THE CORRESPONDING INVITATION AND 
ACCREDT TAD FOH TROM THE RATIONAL FLECTORAL COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE 
WHTH THE AGREEMENT FUHALIZED WEIN EACH OBSERVATION MISSION. 


CHAPTER AV; ON THE }NUITATIONS 


ARTICLE 7 


IN THE CASE THAT ANY OTHER STATE BODY HAS AN INTEPEST UN INVITING 
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERSs TT WILL PETITION THE WAIIGNAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCHL> WHO WILL MARE THE FIWAL DECISIGN REGARDING THE CASE. IF 
THE GECHSIDM 1S FAVORABLE: THE INUETATION WILt BE SENT WITH THE , 
KNOWLEGGE OF THE PETITIONER. ; 


ARTECLE & 
VF A POLITICAL PARTY, ALLIANCE OF OTHER ORGANIZED CRQUP WISHES TD 
INVITE INTERRATIONAL OBSERVERS. FEY MUSE PETITION THE NETIONAL 


ELECTORAL COUNCIi» WHO WILi MAKE TRE FINAL DECISTION DW THE CASE. 
HF THE DECISION 1S FAVORABLE. THE INVITATION WILL EE SENT WITH THE 


“KMBMLEDGE OF THE PETITIONER. 


ARTICLE 9 
A FORE(GN ORGANEZATIGR OR INSTITUTION INTERESTED IN EEANG AN 


OBSEPYERGE A PARTICOL GR ELECTION MUST WRITE THE_MATSGNAL- ELECTORAL — ~ 


COUNCIL HG LESS THAW ONE sti MONTH BEFORE THAT ELECTION. SPECIFYINS 
THE REASONS FOR ITS SNTEPEST AND THE CONDITIONS OP THE TYPE OF 
OESERYAT ION 17 WISHES 10 CARRY OTe AS WEL AS THE NOMES OF THOSE 
WHD WILL PEPPESENT THE QPGSHIZATIEN, THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
GOUNCLE WALL BARE 8 ECGSSOM METH RESPECT FO THE PCQUEST. HES 
DECISION FS FinAL. 
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ARHICLE VD 
INTEPRATIONEL OBSERVERS ERE DIVINED 1W10: 
AY OFFICIALLY IMVITED OBSEREIPS: AND 


Br VISITING OBSERUEDS, 
TES UP TG THE WATIONE ELECTORAL COUNCIL [0 ESTABLISH ANB 


ACCREDIT GNSCANATIGNAL GESERVERS UNDER EnCH CATEGORY. 


ARVICLE Vt 


UNDER THE CETECGRY OF OFFIGIALEY INVITEG OBSEPVERS APE GOUEPRNENT 


REPRESENTATIVES: PARLIAMENTS. ELECTORAL BOIIES, FOREIGN 
INSTITUTIONS ENO ORCANIZATICNS, AND FERSONALITIES THAT NAVE BEEN 
ITED BY TAC NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. THESE OBSERVERS WILL 
ENJOY THE FACILITIES ANG PREPOGALIVES THAT THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL AND THESE PEGULATIONS GRAHT THEM) ONCE ACCREDITED. 


ARTICLE F2 


HNER THE fe leGORY of WIST TING GRSEPYERS ARE FOPEIGN PERSONALITIES 
THal Haut BCEM INYESED At THE REQUEST OF OTHER STATE CWTITIES» 
POLTIECAL PARTIES: ALCIANCES OF OTHER GRGANIZER GROUE OR FGREIGN 
INSTITUTION. THESE OBSEPVERS Witk ENJOY THE FAGILSTIES AND 
PREROGSTIVES THAL THE WATLONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL AND FRESE 

REGUAL LIONS GRANT THEM) GNCE ACCPERI TED. 


ON THE ACCREDITATION 


CHAPTER Vi: 


ARTICLE U2 


EXCEPY FOR WHAT 1S STIPULATED IN ARTICLE 8. ONCE THE INVITATION HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED, THE INVITEE MUST OEGLARE iTS INTEREST IN OBSEP YING 
THE ELECTIONS WITH THE NAFIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCI OR THROWEH THE 
PEPTINENT VENEZUELBS DIPLOMATIC OFFICE, Al LEAST & MONTH BEFORE THE 
CONCEPNED ELECTION. 


APAICLE 14 


ONCE THE FORMACITIES INDICATED HAVE BEEN COMPLETED THE 
REPPESENTATIVE 1S) CF THE ENVITED GROUP MUST ACCREDIT THEMSELVES 
WITH TRE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL WHO Well EMPOWER AN OFFICE 10 
AVTEND 19 THE iMTERNATIONAL OBSEPYERS. 


AREICLE 15 


(HE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL WILL ISSUE SHE PESPECTIVE 
CREUENTIAL+ GIEFERENT FGR EACH CAIEGGRY OF tNTEPNATIONAL OBSERVER, 
UPON PRESENTETION OF THE CORRESPONDING PEQUEST AND COCUMENTS THAI 
ACCREGET THAT PERSON AS & REPRESEWTATIVE OR DELEGATE OF THE INUITEB 


~ FOPEICN TNSELTUTICN OF. ORGANI ZAT! ON. 


Al NAMES ANU LAST MANES OF THE PESPEGTIYE OBSERVER: 

B! GRCANIZETION OR INSTUTUTEON TO WICK THEY BELONG: 

Ch CATEGORY IM WHICH TREY HAUE BEEN ESTABLISHED: 
___ M_PUGTOGPEPH OF TRE BE ERE: 

EF COGNTRY 3 OP IGINe~ENQ———-———— ——_.. ______ 
Fi SICNATUPE OF THE PRESIWENT AND: DR THE VIGEPRESIDENES OF THE 
NATIONAL SLECTIPAL SOUNCL!. THIS CREGENTIAL MUST BE WORN iN A 
VISIGLE PLACE BY TRE iNTEFMATIONAL OBSEPYEP WHiLE CAPPYING Olt 
AIS. HEP ACTIBITIES. 
CHAPTER YEE: ON THE PiGhTS <NM RESSCNSESLITIES GF INTERNAT: GNAL 
OESERLEDS ; 


S073277 


SAID CREDENTIAL RUST ENCLUDE: 
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BRTICLE 16 
COSERVEFS WILL CNUCS THE FOLLOW:NG RIGHTS: 


Al FREEDOM OF MOYEMENT: 

Ev FREEDOM 10 COMMUNICATE WITH ALE THE POLITICAL PARTIES, 

ALU VANCES» SOCIAL OPGRNIZATIONS AND MEDIA: ENY 

G) RIGHT 19 GE AYCNDED 1G BY SNMIGRATION END CUSTOMS OFFIC TALS 


* WHEN ENTERING AND EXITING THE COUNTRY, 


SRTICLE 17 
OCF ICIALLY GNVITED OBSERVERS: WITH THE PRIOP FNOWLEGGE AND 


ANTHOPICATION OF TPE NATICKAL ELECTCPAL COUNCIL» wiLt HAYE THE 
FOLLOWING FACILITIES AND PREROGATIVES: 


fr ACCESS TO AREAS ICTERMINED BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCII; 
THE REGIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS. THE MUMICIPAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS. 
THE VOTING CENTERS: AND THE VOTENG TABLES. 

Bi FO PEGEIVE INFORMATGON EMANATING FROM THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL ANI FROM TaE OTRER MT HAFINENTS INVOLVED IN COUNTING UCIES: 
i FO OBTAIN IHFORMATION ON REPORTS AMD COMPLAINTS OM JHE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS; 

(FO OBSERVE CITIZENS: POLSTICAL FAREIES ANP ALUTANCES EXERCISING 


JHEIP POLGECAL RIGHTS: 
Fi 10 GESEPYE THE PARTICI©&t:OH OF FOLINICAL PARTY PEPRESENSATAYES 


iN THE ELECTORAL OGRANIZATIONS: ANft 

Fi TRE COVERAGE OF THE COSTS OF LODGING: MEAIS END TRANSPOPTATION 
IF ANVETED BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUHCIt AND {HOSE iNUI-EC 
OFFICIAL OBSERVERS FROM THE COUNTRIES BELONGING 10 THE SOUTE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ELECTORAL BODIES (QUITO PROTOCOL) AND 10 
THE tHEERAMEPICAN UNION OF ELECTORAL BORIES CONIOFED. 


HRTICLE 43 


ViSUTENG OESERVERS WILL HAVE THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES BND 
FPEROGATIVES: 


Ai ACCESS 10 AREAS DETERMINED GY THE NATAONAL ELECTORAL Coo4CiL: 
THE REGIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS» FHE MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS, 
Fé VOTING CENTERS, ANG THE YOTING FABLES. 

By TO REGEIUE INFORMATION EMANATING FRON THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNGIL AND FROH THE OTHE® DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED IN COUNTING VOTES; 
G} 10 OBSERYE CHTIZENS. POLITICAL PARTIES AND ALLIANCES EXERCISING 


THEIR POL LTCAL RIGHTS: , 
be $0 OBSERVE JHE PARTICIPATION OF POLITICAL PARTY REIRESENTATIVES 


IN THE ELECTORAL OGFAWIZATIONS. 


APTICLE 13 


FLL INTERNATIONAL CESERVERS, IN THE COURSE OF THEIR OBSERVATION 
HISSIOH IW VENEZUELAN TEPRITORY: NECESSARILY MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
OFFIGHALS WESIGNATED BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL AND MUST 
COORDINATE THEIR ACTIVITES WITH THE RESPECTIVE OFFICE IN GHAPGE 2WKt 
WHER THEIR ACCOMPANYING OFFIC#AL. 


 RTIELE 20 


Ay NO TINE WIL ANY OF THE wurst et cAIeOGORIES OF INTERNAT: CNAL 
SESERVEPS BE GLE 10 INFEPFERE th THE ENTEPNAL TASIERS OF THE 
NALOWAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. 
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ARUICLE 21 . ‘ NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCHL 10 ACCREDIT OFFICIAL OBSERVERS ACCORDING 
TO WHAT 1S PEPMETTED OY ThE LAWS AND PPOUISEGNS OF EACH COUNTRY. 

WH ADDITION TO THE PESPOMSIBILITES OF IMPARTIALITY. NON- _ ER THAT THERE 15 NO OPPOSITION FO THIS NORM. Séte DIPLOMATIC 
INTERFERENCE, INDEPENDENCE AND OBJECTIVITY THAT 1S EXPECTED OF ALL . 
INTEFNATIONAL OBSERUERS iM AN ELECTIGN. ACCREDITED OBSERVERS MUST: MASSIONS WiLL BE GUIDED BY WHAT 3$ STIPULATED IN THE YIENNS 

: CONVENTION ANU GTHEP CONNENTIONS ENO FNTESNATIONAL AGREEMENTS GN 
Ab PESPECT THE CONSTITHTION OF THE PEPYELIC OF VENEZUELA. REF DIPLOMAEIC RELATIONS. 
LAWS. PULES. END Gi#ER NORMS AN CRUEPS EMANATING FROM STATE BODIES 
AND THE NOTIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIS: GFTICLE Ze 


E} REFRAIN FROM ANY PROSELVUIZING OP DEMONSTRAEION IN FAVOR GF a 
WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS, THE MAT) ONAL 


ELECTOPAL COUNCIL WIEL ASSUME THE COST OF ALP TRANSPORT, LODGING. 


POLITICAL PARTY OR SPECIFIC CANDIDATE: 

Gt PRESEWL THEIR APPLICETION FOR ACCREWITATION WITH TRE NATSGKAL REALS SMD INTERNAL TRANSPOPTATSON ONLY FOR [HOSE GPSERYERS 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL. PROVIGING THE NECESSAPY PERSCNAt DATA ANI GFEICIAILY HNVITEO BY THE WATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. 

IBENTSEYING BOCUMENTS: 

Be ABSTAIN FROM INTERFERING GP BLOCKING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BRTACLE 29 

ELECTORAL PPOCESS: : 

THE EXPENSES [0 WHICH THE PREVIOUS ARTICLE PEFERS APPLIES FOR FIVE 

: DarS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT TNESE FIVE (AS ARE COMPRISEN OF 
EC} REFPGIN FORM DECLARING OP PUBLISNING PRELIMINAFY FESULIS- THE TWO GAYS GEFOREs (HE VO GAYS ARTEP. AN THE YAY OF THE 
PARTIAL OR (OTALs OF THE ELECTIONS: OR DF THE SUCCESS GR DEFEAT OF CONCEFNED ELECTION. 

ANY POLITICAL PARTY OP CANDIDATE: 

Ff) REFRAIN FROM EMNITING WECLAPAT IONS THAT COULD BE DENIGRAT IRS: ARTICLE 36 

OFFENSIVE GEFAMATORY OR INJUPIOUS TO ELECIORAL OFFICIALS OR BoNiES 

OR OTHER GOVEPNMENTSL INSTITUTIONS §GR THAT ENTERTEPE IN OF BLOCH THESE FRGUL AT TONS WILL, 69 ae EFFECT - a 

THE GNVESTIGATION GF COMPLAINIS OR REPOPIS; ANU 

Ci GIVE & COPY TO THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL OF FHEI2 PEFORTS MAISTO 


PRU WRITTEN DOCUMENTS. 


ARTICLE 22 
OFFICIALLY INVITED COSEPVERS WILE BE OBLIGAIED TO COMMUNICATE 10 
ELECTOPAL OFFICIALS THE SPECIFIC PROBLEMS THEY OBSERYED. 


ARTICLE 2 


TH NO CASE WILL THE REPOPIS, COMPLAINTS, JUNGEMENTS, OFINIONS OR 
CONCLLISTONS OF INTFFNATIONAL OBSERVERS: WHICR THIS SHAFTER 
CONTRACTS» RAVE LEGAL EFFECT GN THE ELECVORAL PROCESS AND 11S 


RESULTS. 
CHAPTER 1x: ON IME CANCELAT/ON OF ACCREDITATION 


ARTICLE 23 


THE NATLONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL WILE BE AGLE TO SEVOFE THE 
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER ACCREINTAT(ON OF ANY OFFICIAL SHAT VIGLATES 
TRE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION> TNESE RESULATIONS, OR THE OTHER 
VENEZUELAN LEGAL NOSMS, GND WILL WOTIFY IN WRITING TO THE 
PMSTETUTION 70 WHICH HES SHE BELONGS THE REASONS FOR FHE REVOCATION, 


APTICQLE 2h 


IF APOLITICAL PARTY OR ALUIANCE WITHDRAWS FROM THE ELECTIONS 08 

DOES NOT PRESENT CANDIDATES. THE STATUS OF INTERNATIONAL OBSEFUEE ~ 
OF THOSE FRUZTED BY POLETICAL PART.ES OR ALL FANCES ¥iLL BE 

CANCELED. 


BRYICLE 26 


THE OBSERVER WHOSE SOCREDITAHION 1S PEYOREI. MILE IMMEDIATELY LOSE 
- BULL RIS-RIGHTS. AND PREF OGATIVES-AS. SUCH-AND WHiL- RAUE-IG C£AME THE 0 - ~+- : Py RS 
COUNTRY WITHIN 72 HOURS CF NOTIFICATION, 


CHAPTER x: FINAL ASIEMBERENES 


ARTICLE 27 


ACCREB TED (FL IMRT LC MPSSEONS GN ENEIUDS A ELD BE “TS INCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


